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Communiqué 4 

 
   Fortress Home 

 
In defence of home schooling 

 

The dramatist Robert Bolt in A Man for All Seasons, put into the mouth of the judge, Sir Thomas More, 
these words: ‘Britain is a land planted coast to coast with laws and if one were to break down those 
laws how could one hope to stand upright in the winds that would blow, there being nowhere to hide, 
the laws all being flat?’ 
 
Tragically, we have seen the removal of good law designed to protect the embryo, the child, the 
family, the mother and, in turn, society. So the question comes to us: how do we now stand now that 
the winds are blowing against the Christian family?  
 
Weapon 1: Question everything. Parents, ask yourself: 
 

 who are the most vulnerable in your family? Is it not your child? 

 why is the state anxious to replace you, the parent, in the upbringing of your child? 

 who has everything to lose if society teaches your child wrongly? 

 who is responsible before God for the teaching and training of your child?  Can you delegate 

this responsibility easily? 

 
Weapon 2: Teach your own child as much as you can.  
 

The message from our society is that only the ‘specialist’ or ‘expert’ is qualified to teach children.    
This is far from true. The so-called ‘specialist’ – the teacher, the social worker, the psychologist, the 
sociologist, even the priest – is often a man or woman who has failed to meet the godly laws of God. 
The qualification to lead men requires more than a certificate. It requires character and integrity.   
Many are what the Bible terms ‘hirelings’; they are not the genuine ‘shepherds’.  
 

In education wise parents question the school.  If they are not satisfied they seek alternatives – either 
another school, or they bite the bullet, and enrol in one of the excellent home- schooling courses.  
 

Weapon 3: Wrong company ruins good morals. 
 

Seek alternatives from bad company. As a busy parent, it’s hard to summon the energy to constantly 
find better company. It’s costly, its energy-sapping and it takes real steel to resist the condemnation of 
those who think you are ‘never satisfied’ or one of those who ‘think themselves a cut above the rest’. 
But wasn’t this the emotion that Christian faced in Pilgrim’s Progress? A work of non-fiction it may 
have been, but John Bunyan was a man who wrote from the experience of deep persecution. Bad 
company ruins good morals, which is a lesson that needs to be learned early in life to equip us 
through life.  
 

Read Pilgrim’s Progress (children’s edition) with your children. It recounts the adventures and perils of 
Christian on his dangerous journey from the City of Destruction, with a huge burden on his back, to 
find the Celestial City. It has all the lessons needed for today but cloaks them in gripping characters 
like Giant Despair, Pliable and Faithful. It also uses the powerful imagery of the formidable Doubting 
Castle, the allurements of Vanity Fair with its paste jewellery and fake trinkets and the Slough of 
Despond, a foul sewer threatening to engulf and suffocate all but the most wary.  
  

“The law of the wise is a fountain of life to depart from the snares of death.” Proverbs 13:14 
       

Create a Fortress Home    
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